
<First Phase: Survey Results>

A teacher survey (n=191) was 
conducted on 135 major descriptors 
in terms of:
- necessity for our students
- validity in the present curricula
- practical doability
while recruiting collaborators 
who would try out the instructional
models we have created.

<Future Directions><Problems and Challenges>

What is RFCDC? ＝ Reference Framework of Competences for Democratic 
     Culture (with 135 descriptors)

<Examples from its 4 sections>

Downloadable from the Council 

of  Europe’s website

<Piloting>

Type 1                                     Type 2                                    Type 3

Interdiciplinary, bilingual (prurilingal) models can
be more effective.
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Monthly meetings were held with 12 collaborators to 
conceptualize/operationalize instructional models for 
different types of courses by sharing and discussing 
the piloting results, and using the Council of Europe’s 
Teacher Reflection Tool.

<Second Phase: Experiments to  
create instructional models>

Type  1:  9 Required courses 
(using Basic-level descriptors)

Type 2:  13 Specialized English courses(EAP/ESP/CLIL/
EMI classes) 
(using Intermediate-level descriptors)

Type 3:  5 Communication-related or applied linguistics
courses 
(using Advanced-level descriptors)

Statistical Results

1) The average class evaluation (by 5-point Likert 
Scale) of 23 experimental classes improved by 
within the range of 0.3 to 1.2. 

2) The pre-and post- student questionnaires (by 5-
point Likert Scale) conducted in 11 classes showed 
their perceived abilities and confidence levels for 
the descriptors incorporated in each class to 
varying degrees (from 0.1 to 1.1). Students found 
their abilities related to the descriptors in the 
sections of communication skills and attitudes 
improved more than those in the sections of values 
and knowledge and critical understanding.

From Intercultural Competence 

to Global Citizenship

1. In the past 3 grant-in-aid projects done in 2010s, we
have tried to connect intercultural awareness-raising
and development of intercultural competence with
language education. 

2.  Naturally, such attempts are closely related to global
citizenship education, which we feel, is very much
needed for Japanese students, so a new 3-year project
to incorporate RFCDC descriptors in the university
language and communication-related courses was 
launched in 2021.

<Students visiting local primary  

schools to discuss cultural diversity>
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